Which Way Do We Go? — Pt. 3

The Power of Their Testimony

Joshua 3:6-8 NIV Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on
ahead of the people." So they took it up and went ahead of them. (7) And the LORD said to
Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am
with you as I was with Moses. (8) Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When
you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river."

Joshua 3:13-17 NIV And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all
the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in
a heap." (14) So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark
of the covenant went ahead of them. (15) Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest.
Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the
water's edge, (16) the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down
to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over
opposite Jericho. (17) The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm
on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had
completed the crossing on dry ground.

I. The Testimony of Community

A. Community — Common Unity
B. The Priests stayed until everyone got across

(17) The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in
the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the
crossing on dry ground.

Philippians 2:1-4 NIV If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, (2)
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
purpose. (3) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves. (4) Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others.

C. No Man Left Behind

2 Peter 3:9 NIV The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

D. Satan Isn’t afraid of a “Shouting Church”, But H e Trembles at a United One

Psalms 133:1-3 NIV A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when
brothers live together in unity! (2) Itis like precious oil poured on the head, running down on
the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his robes. (3) Itis as if the
dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life
forevermore.



Romans 15:5-6 NIV May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, (6) so that with one heart and mouth you
may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Il. The Testimony of the Gospel

Joshua 3:15-16 NIV Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the
priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, (16)
the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town
called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah
(the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho.

Romans 1:16-17 NIV I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. (17) For in the
gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,
just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

Luke 4:18-19 NIV "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to release the oppressed, (19) to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 NIV (1) When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or
superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. (2) For I resolved to know
nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 NIV (18) All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: (19) that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. (20) We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

Il. The Testimony of Stones

Joshua 4:1-7 NIV When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to
Joshua, (2) "Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, (3) and tell
them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan from right where the priests stood
and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight." (4)
So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each
tribe, (5) and said to them, "Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of
the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the
tribes of the Israelites, (6) to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask
you, "What do these stones mean?' (7) tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before
the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan
were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever."

A. God has called us to build a testimony nota mo  nument
1 Peter 2:4-10 NIV As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God

and precious to him— (5) you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (6) For



in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one
who trusts in him will never be put to shame." (7) Now to you who believe, this stone is
precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone,” (8) and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.

(9) Butyou are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
(10) Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

B. Stones can be...
1. Reminders of past failures or testimonies of Go  d’s goodness
2. Reminders of times of selfishness or testimonie s of God’s goodness
3. Reminders of past hurts or testimonies of God’s goodness

4. Reminders of lashing out in judgement or testimo nies of God’s
goodness.

* What are your stones and are they a monumentorat estimony?



