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Stand in Harm’s Way!
By Richard Crisco

I want to challenge a statement:
If God does not bring Judgment on America,

He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!

I am afraid that we are too much like Jesus’ disciples
in that we too quickly jump to conclusion and declare
judgment upon people – thus we do not know what
Spirit we are of:

Lk 9:51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to
be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to
Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they
went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for
Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because His face was set
for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James
and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them,
just as Elijah did?" 55 But He turned and rebuked them, and
said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 56
"For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to
save them." And they went to another village.

Jeremiah Wright Quote: “The government gives them the
drugs, builds bigger prisons, passes a three-strike law and then
wants us to sing ‘God Bless America.’ No, no, no, God damn
America, that’s in the Bible for killing innocent people. God
damn America for treating our citizens as less than human.
God damn America for as long as she acts like she is God and
she is supreme.” (2003)

Instead of Declaring Judgment,
Let’s continue to Deter Judgment!

Let me remind you that God does not even place final
judgment upon someone until after they die:

Heb 9:27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to
face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the
sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to
bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

Mt 9:11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples,
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'I
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners."

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives
the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not
stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

Eze 33:11 Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the
Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked,
but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn
from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?'

Psa 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His
saints.

Exo 34:5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood
there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding
in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.
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James 2:12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by
the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy
will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy
triumphs over judgment!

Let’s look at Sodom and Gomorrah:

Gen. 18:22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then
Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the
righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous
people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare
the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far
be it from you to do such a thing--to kill the righteous with the
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it
from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 26 The
LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom,
I will spare the whole place for their sake."

The Hebrew word “spare” is means more than “not
destroy,” it also means “to forgive,” “to pardon” or
even “to marry.”

27  Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so
bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and
ashes, 28  what if the number of the righteous is five less than
fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?" "If
I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy it." 29  Once
again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?" He
said, "For the sake of forty, I will not do it." 30  Then he said,
"May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only
thirty can be found there?" He answered, "I will not do it if I
find thirty there." 31  Abraham said, "Now that I have been so
bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found
there?" He said, "For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it."
32  Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak
just once more. What if only ten can be found there?" He
answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it." 33  When

the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and
Abraham returned home.

God’s People Stand in Harm’s Way –
We prevent Judgment from being released on the

wicked!

Gen 19:12 The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else
here-- sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city
who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are
going to destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD against its
people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it." 14 So Lot
went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to
marry his daughters. He said, "Hurry and get out of this place,
because the LORD is about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-
law thought he was joking.

Gen 19:29 So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he
remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the
catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.

I am convinced that ONE righteous child of God can
hold back judgment upon a City!

Jer 5:1  "Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around
and consider, search through her squares. If you can find but
one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive
this city.

Eze. 22: 30  "I looked for a man among them who would build
up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land
so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none. 31  So I will
pour out my wrath on them and consume them with my fiery
anger, bringing down on their own heads all they have done,
declares the Sovereign LORD."
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As long as God’s People we do not separate ourselves
from the wicked; they hold back judgment for them.

Num 16:20  And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,
21  "Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I
may consume them in a moment." 22  Then they fell on their
faces, and said, "O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall
one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?" 23
So the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24  "Speak to the
congregation, saying, 'Get away from the tents of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.'" 25  Then Moses rose and went to Dathan
and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26  And he
spoke to the congregation, saying, "Depart now from the tents
of these wicked men! Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be
consumed in all their sins." 27  So they got away from around
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and
Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, with their
wives, their sons, and their little children. 28 Then Moses said:
"By this you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all
these works, for I have not done them of my own will. 29 "If
these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the
common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30
"But if the LORD creates a new thing, and the earth opens its
mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and
they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that
these men have rejected the LORD."
Num 16:31  Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all
these words, that the ground split apart under them, 32 and the
earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their
households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods. 33
So they and all those with them went down alive into the pit; the
earth closed over them, and they perished from among the
congregation. 34 Then all Israel who were around them fled at
their cry, for they said, "Lest the earth swallow us up also!" 35
And a fire came out from the LORD and consumed the two
hundred and fifty men who were offering incense.  …
Num 16:41 On the next day all the congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron, saying, "You

have killed the people of the LORD." 42 Now it happened, when
the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron, that
they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the
cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared. 43 Then
Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of meeting. 44 And
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 "Get away from among
this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment." And
they fell on their faces. 46 So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a
censer and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and
take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for
them; for wrath has gone out from the LORD. The plague has
begun." 47 Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran
into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had
begun among the people. So he put in the incense and made
atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead
and the living; so the plague was stopped. 49 Now those who
died in the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred,
besides those who died in the Korah incident. 50 So Aaron
returned to Moses at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, for
the plague had stopped.

2Th 2:1  Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and
our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become
easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter
supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord
has already come.  … 6 And now you know what is holding him
back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the
secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who
now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of
the way.  8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the
Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and
destroy by the splendor of his coming.  9 The coming of the
lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders,
10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.
They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be
saved.


