Stand in Harm’s Way! (Part 2)

By Richard Crisco

I want to challenge a statement:
If God does not bring Judgment on America,
He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!

We too quickly want to declare Judgment —
when God clearly desires to show Mercy!

Lk 9:54 And when His disciples James and John saw_this, they
said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down
from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?" 55 But He
turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what
manner of spirit you are of. 56 "For the Son of Man did not
come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to
another village.

Mt 9:11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples,
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'l
desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners."

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives
the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not
stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.

"Micah 6:8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

Exo 34:5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood
there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding
in _love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.

James 2:12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by
the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy
will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy
triumphs over judgment!

Instead of Declaring Judgment,
Let’s continue to Deter Judgment!

Let’s look at Sodom and Gomorrah:

Gen. 18:26 The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in
the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”

The Hebrew word “spare” is means more than “not
destroy,” it also means “to forgive,” “to pardon” or
even “to marry.”

ONE righteous child of God
can hold back judgment upon a City!

Jer 5:1 "Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around
and consider, search through her squares. If you can find but
one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, 1 will forgive

this city.

Eze. 22: 30 "I looked for a man among them who would build
up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land
so I would not have to destroy it, but 1 found none.
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As long as God’s People we do not separate ourselves
from the wicked; they hold back judgment for them.

Num 16:20 And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,
21 '"'Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that 1
may consume them in a moment."” 22 Then they fell on their
faces, and said, ""O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall
one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?"" ...
Num 16:41 On the next day all the congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron, saying, ""You
have killed the people of the LORD." 42 Now it happened, when
the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron, that
they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the
cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared. 43 Then
Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of meeting. 44 And
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 "Get away from among
this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment." And
they fell on their faces. 46 So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a
censer and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and
take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for
them; for wrath has gone out from the LORD. The plague has
begun.” 47 Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran
into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had
begun among the people. So he put in the incense and made
atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead
and the living; so the plague was stopped.

2Th 2:6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he
may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of
lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it
back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. &
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus
will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the
splendor of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be
in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every sort of
evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because
they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

Gen 7:7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives
entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood.

Ex 12:21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said
to them, ""Go at once and select the animals for your families and
slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it
into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top
and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out
the door of his house until morning. 23 When the LORD goes
through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the
blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over
that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter
your houses and strike you down.

The Primary reason God warns is not so that we can
run and hide, but so that we can stand and pray!

Isa 59:19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the
west, and His glory from the rising of the sun; when the enemy
comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD will lift up a
standard against him.

Num 14:11 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these
people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to
believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have
performed among them? 12 1 will strike them down with a
plague and destroy them, bur I will make vou into a nation
greater and stronger than they."

Abraham focused on two aspects of God:
His Integrity and His Mercy, and Moses did the same!

Num 14:15 If you put these people to death all at one time, the
nations who have heard this report about you will say, 16 'The
LORD was not able to bring these people into the land he
promised them on oath; so he slaughtered them in the desert.’
17 "Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have
declared: 18 'The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love
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and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty
unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to
the third and fourth generation.’' 19 In_accordance with your
great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have
pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now." 20 The
LORD replied, "1 have forgiven them, as you asked.

The Israelites lived in full view of the glory of God
and yet built an idol to worship.

Ex. 32:7 Then the LORD said to Moses, ""Go down, because
your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become
corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what 1
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the
shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it
and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of Egypt.' 9 "I have seen these people,” the LORD said to
Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me
alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may
destroy them. Then 1 will make you into a great nation.” 1/ But
Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he
said, ""'why should your anger burn against your people, whom
you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?
12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he
brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them
off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent
and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your
servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your
own self: 'l will make your descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I
promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.'" 14
Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the
disaster he had threatened.

Our goal as intercessors is to never let God alone. If
one will stand in the gap, God’s mercy stays active.

Exo 32:31 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, ""Oh, what
a great sin these people have committed! They have made
themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their sin--
but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."

2Co 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what
do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is
there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in
common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there
between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk
among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my
people.” 17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate,
says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you."
18 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

1Co 7:12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother
has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with
him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband
who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must
not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband has been
sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been
sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your
children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 But if
the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is
not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in
peace. 16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save

your wife?

(Message 1Co 7:17 And don't be wishing you were someplace
else or with someone else. Where you are right now is God's
place for you. Live and obey and love and believe right there.
God, not your marital status, defines your life. Don't think I'm
being harder on you than on the others. I give this same counsel
in all the churches.

Rochester First Assembly’s Core Values: Excellence, Integrity, Family, Worship/Prayer, Servanthood, Outreach/Missions



{Message} Psa 106:23 Fed up, God decided to get rid of them--
and except for Moses, his chosen, he would have. But Moses
stood in the gap and deflected God's anger, prevented it from
destroying them utterly.

You will never stand in harm’s way
unless you Love what you are protecting!

We will only fight to the level of our love!

Jn 15:12 My command is this: Love each other as 1 have loved
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends.

Phil 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but
in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you
should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped,

Num 20:7 The LORD said to Moses, 8 ""Take the staff, and you
and your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to
that rock before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will
bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their
livestock can drink."" 9 So Moses took the staff from the LORD's
presence, just as he commanded him. 10 He and Aaron gathered
the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to
them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this
rock?' 11 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice
with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their
livestock drank. 12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
"Because you did not trust in me enough fo honor me as holy
in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community
into the land 7 give them."

Could it be that Moses could not enter the Promise
Land because there was no one standing in Harm’s
Way for him in his hour of weakness and sin.

Moses stood in harm’s way for millions, yet he needed
an intercessor to stand in harm’s way for his own life!
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